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“Education is the 
kindling of a flame, 

not the filling 
of a vessel” 
- Socrates

Western philosopher

“When the 
student is ready, 

the teacher will appear.”
- Lao Tzu

Eastern philosopher







“School is a place where students learn largely by working on 
projects that come from their own interests -- their own visions 
of a place where they want to be, a thing they want to make or 
a subject they want to explore. The contribution of technology is 
that it makes possible projects that are both very difficult and 
very engaging. It is a place where teachers do not provide 
information. The teacher helps the student find information and 
learn skills -- including some that neither knew before. Most 
importantly, students and teachers are learning the art and skill 
and discipline of pursuing a vision through the frustrating and 
hard times of struggle and the rewarding times of getting closer 
to the goal.” 

- Seymour Papert and Gaston Caperton, 1999









A great prompt ...
• Design and build an electric car using 

Legos

• Program it on your laptop to drive 
exactly from Point A to Point B!

• Do not miss the mark, either too far or 
not far enough - it has to hit the mark 
exactly!

• You have all day to figure it out for 
yourselves so begin now...



• Children are flames, not vessels

• Guide by the Side, not Sage on the Stage

• Professional development is the key

• You are not alone

• Allow for creativity from both students and faculty 

• The best motivator in the end is a great prompt 

• www.guidebytheside.org

Towards A Relevant Education... 

http://www.guidebytheside.org�
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